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Member of Parliament, Sc. 
SIR, 


tional Grievances do not 
engroſs all your Thoughts, 
> give me Leave to whiſper 
to You the particular 
Complaints of a part of 
your Fellow-Subjets ; which, tho' they 
may ſeem to regard a Matter of a leſs ge- 
neral Nature, are in truth no leſs worthy 
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(4) 


Tour Attention, and ſuch as it no leſs 
concerns them to make. When I tell You 
the Subject of theſs Complaints is the 
Abridgrnenf of the Common Right of Sub- 
jects, long, yet undeſeryedly, fuffer d on 
account of Opinions purely Religious; You 
will eaſily perceive, I mean the Body of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters of England cauſeſly 
ſecluded, branded, oppreſs d by injurious 
and unreaſonable 6%- Lats. And unleſs 
it be ſaid that Vears give a Sanction to 
Hardſhips, and that Sufferings, like our 
Eſtates, become our eſtabliſh'd and fix d 
Inheritance thro Length of Poſſeſſion; it 
muſt ſurely be allow d, that it is n time 
to take off theſe diſtinguiſbing Badges, that 
all who have the ſame Common Right, 
may enjoy the fame Common Lot. While 


Members of a Chriſtian Church, out of 
| Concern, as they wou'd have it thought, 
and in ſupport of Religion, but void of 


the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, oppoſe the 


Relief of their Prot ſtant Brethren — 


While 


(5) 
While the pretended Friends of our Con- 
ſtitution ery out againſt the avowed and 
real Friends of Liberty — While ſome 
wickedly repreſent, and others weakly be- 
lieve them dangerous, and Enemies to the 
State — It is hoped the free, the unbiaſ- 
ſed Members of a Britiſb Parliament will 
conſider this Matter with Chriſtian Hearts 
and Tempers, as Friends to Liberty, and free 
from Prejudice. Therefore, Sir, to aſſert 
the Common Right of Subjects, to vin- 
dicate thoſe who are thus unjuſtly cen- 


ſured and ſuſpected, and to beg Your | 


Intereſt and Aſſiſtance in their Redreſs, is 
the Intent and End of this Application. 
Let not the Obſcureneſs of the Writer be a 
Reaſon for your neglecting what is here 
ſaid ; but rather let the Importance of the 


Subject engage Your particular Notice; 


remembring that any undue Reſtraint on a 
particular Subject, is an Infringement of 
the general Liberty of all : While I, on my 
Part, ſhall purſue this Addreſs as briefly as 

may 
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(6) | 
may be, but with all Freedom and Truth, 
convinced as J am, that in the Cauſe of 


Liberty, the Pen of her meaneſt Son is 


well and meritoriouſly employ'd in her De- 
tence. 


Need I point out the diſtin& Provinces 


/ 
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of Religion and Civil Government, or 
mark their proper Limits: This has been 
the noble and well executed Task of Ge- 
nius's who are the Glory and the Bleſſings 
of this Nation. Let us however ſet their 
two different Characters in Oppoſition : 
The End of the one is the Preſervation 


and Security of Property ; the End of the 
other, is the Salvation of Souls; one acts 
by temporal Puniſhments and coercive 
Means; the other by Perſuaſion and 
Condiction: One reſpects outward Acts, 


as they may affect others; Religion de- 
pends on the inward Sentiments and Opi- 
nion merely, and is every Man's private 


Concern : The Authority of the one is 


founded on the Alienation of the Right 
of 
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C#2 
of each Man in the State of Nature, fo 
far as is neceſſary for the general Good 
of Men in Society ; the Rights of the 
other are Unaltenable. 


As to Liberty in general, no People, 

I believe, ever willingly gave up more 

than was neceſſary to the End of Govern- 

ment, or at leaſt, more than they were 

perſuaded was ſo; more than this ought 
not to be taken from them, As a Liberty 

greater than this, tends to Licentionſneſs ; 

ſo a greater Reſtraint is a Degree of $/avery. 

If this Reſtraint reſpects a part only of 

the Body of the People, it will by them be 

more ſenſibly felt; and the more fo ſtill, 

and will ſtill appear the more groundleſs 

and unreaſonable, if it regard that Branch 

of Liberty, which by Right ought not, and 

in its Nature, cannot properly be under 

the  Controul of another. But, Sir, this 

is the Caſe, and ſuch the Reſtraint of the 
Proteſiant Diſſenters of England : They 

| have in common with their Fellow-Suh- 
| jects, 


8 
5 
TT, 
. 

"I 
1 
N 
. [1] 
1 Fw, 
1 * 
bi 
, 
2 
Ti 
1 

1 
UL 
Kr 
"x 


wt. as 


n * 
US — —— 


oO " 
1 72 
— "Eos ́ A —— 
* -— w rica i. 


(3) 
jects, a Natural Capacity for, and Right 
to Places and Offices in the State ; yet are 
render'd incapable of them by the Force of 
Standing Laws, making their Religious 
Opinions a perpetual Bar: When I ſay 
they have a Right, I don't forget the 4i/- 
cretionary Power with which the Govern- 
ment is intruſted, of employing ſuch Sub- 
jects as it ſhall think moſt fit and worthy ; 
yet even in this unlimited Power, Prudence, 
Juſtice and Equity recommend an impar- 
tial Diſtribution among Subjects, accord- 
ing to their Abilities; but to exclude 4 
conſiderable and worthy part of them, 
by perpetual Edicts, can ſcarce be thought 
_ conſiſtent with a fair and equal Admini- 
tration. Tho theſe Laws may ſeem to be 
expreſs d conditionally, yet they operate as 
1 7 abſolute Excluſion upon all, who by not 
. being able to comply with the Condition, 
| fall within the Deſcription of the Perſons 
mention'd 1 in TRE 3 and many uch chere 
2 2 man 
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(9) 

But when, beſides this Incapacity and 
Excluſion, it is even inſiſted that by theſe 
Laws, at leaſt one of them, Diſenters are 
ſill obliged to take upon them Offices of 
Burthen and Expence, notwithſtanding this 
Bar againſt them, even tho' they cannot 
Places of Honour and Prot; when 
their Refuſal is exclaim'd againſt in Diſ- 
courſe and in Print, as unjuſt and unreaſo- 
nable ; when Fines have been impoſed for 
ſuch Refuſal ; and when, at this very time, 
a Proſecution is loudly threaten d for a 
Fine ſet on this Account, upon one Gentle- 
man of this Perſuaſion, and ſeveral others 
are mark d out for future Victims; 1 
would fain know what this is leſs than 
Perſecution, Perſecution it is, and ſuch it 
will appear to all who. conſider Things 
Themſelves, rather than by what Name 
they are called; and ſuch a Perſecution, as 

is a kind of Egyptian Severity. 
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The Uſefulneſs of Religion to Civil 
Government is manifeſt, and acknowledg'd 
by all; and to urge this to the Diſſenters 
is needleſs, ſince they inſiſt upon it equally 
with Church-Men ; and 'tis unfair, as it 
impliedly charges them with maintaining 
or ſuppoling the contrary. But, Sir, this 
muſt be underſtood of the Spirit, not the 
Form of Religion: "Tis Real Religion only 
is thus uſeful, as it diſpoſes Men to a due 
Obſervance and Performance of their Duty 
in every State of Life ; 'tis the true and 
_ Juſt Sexſe of Religion; and is to be conſi- 
der'd by the State, as a Part of general 
Virtue. And thus, properly the Con- 
cern of the Civil Government, can be only 
to ſee that Men be Religious, as it is to 
ſce them Virtuous; and to puniſh [rreli- 


gion, as they would Vice. And tis as abſurd 
to ſay, that Religion is a Conſtituent Part of 
Civil Government, as to ſay that Virtue 
is ſo. Different Sts of Religion ſhould 


be conſider d now, as different Sechs of 
Philoſophy were formerly. Forms and 
Modes 


£643 


Modes of Religion may be eftabliſh'd, but 
Religion itſelf can be -eſtabliſh'd only in 
the Heart; Men may call theſe Forms and 
Modes by the Name of Religion, but they 
are not fo, and thoſe ho call them ſo, 
either are deceived therhſelves, or would 
deceive others. Tf theſe Forms ſeem not 
indifferent to all, they bught to be impo- 
fed on none. "To what good Purpoſe a 

ſtrict Attachment to Forms ſerves, many 
Parts of Chriſtendom feel at this Day, this 
Kingdom has felt. And at beſt, the laying 
too great a Streſs upon them, will, inſtead 
of Religion, eſtabliſh only her Counterfeit, 
the Shadow inſtead of the Thing itſelf: 
And what great Benefit the Civil Govern- 
ment is like to receive from hence, all 
may judge; what Engines it has furniſh'd, 
and what real Miſehiefs have been from 
hence derived on States, we may be abun- 


dantly fatisfied from Hiſtory. In ſhort, 
Sir, Religion need not, ought not, cannot 


be ſubject to the Cognizance or Controul 
of the cuil * otherwiſe than as 
de B 2 it 
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If ee eſtary in this caſe, 
T- wow 14 ind of what, the 
learneg this Head; an un- 
queſtior ble Au 


fame inn lt upon four funda- 


mental!!! J, That there is a 
God, and S bus © TY Next, that he is 


not any s .ungs which we ſee, but 
ſomething more ſub/ime. Thirdly, That 
God takes care of Human Affairs, and 
judges them with the ſtricteſt Eguity. 
And Fourth, That the fame Cod is the 
Creator of all Things but Himſelf. Thoſe 
who deny theſe, fays he, cannot be entirely 
Blameleſs; but becauſe- ve are here diſ- 
courſing of Puniſbments, continues the 
Author, and thoſe ſuch Puniſoments as 
relate to Men, we muſt not confound the 
+. Notions 

De jure B. ac P. L. 2, C, 20. 


TW) 


Notions themſelves, with the Manner and 
Meaſure of our diſſenting from them. 
According to him, the Notions which 
alone are neceſſary to the effabliſhment of 
Religion are theſe two, That there is a 
God, and that he has the Care of Human 
Affairs: And tis his Judgment, That 
thoſe who firſt attempt to deſtroy thoſe 
univerſal Notions, ought, on account of 
Human Society in general, which they 
thus without any juſt Ground inſult and in- 
jure, to be ſeverely puniſh'd, as in all well- 
govern d Communities has been uſual: But as 
to other general Notions concerning the 
Unity, Nature and Worſhip of the Deity, 
Errors in theſe, he thinks, are excuſeable ; 


and that they certainly do not "deſerve 
Human Puniſhment. And as to Chriſtia- 


nity in particular he holds the ſame ; and 
ſhews that his Opinion is warranted by 
the Hoy G oſpet, Everal rale of which 
he inſtances i in. ON 
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Tho Religion itſelf can be only Inter- 
nal, and eſtabliſhed in the Heart, yet 
the Publick Exerciſe of it and Religious 
Aſſemblies, are allow'd by all to be proper, 
and even neceſſary to Cultivate and Sup- 
port it: And therefore the Civil Magi- 
firate very wiſely and prudently compels 
all his Subjects to reſort to ſome Place of 
Public Worſhip. But this Profeſſion and 
Publick Worſhip require no certain Mode. 
Penalties to inforce this general Exerciſe 
are juſtifiable, as they tend to make Men 
Religious, that they may thereby become 
good Subjects; but ceaſe, to be fo, when 
they are inflicted to force them to. ſuch a 
Form and Manner of performing it as is 
not agreeable to their Inward Sentiments 


and Religious Opinions. All the vis 


Magiſtrate can be concern d to ſee Fc 
that Mens Fundamentals are right, 
they are examinable by outward ans; ; 
and that ſo far onl y, as Civil G overnment 
may be affected by them; and to take 
fuch-prudent Methods as may ſeem neceſ- 


ſary 


1) 

fary to create, eſtabliſh, and ſupport theſe 
Fundamentals in Men's Minds. Beyond 
this his Juriſdiction has no Place, and his 
Concern ſhould not extend. But, Sir, 
however effectual theſe Penalties may be 
to bring People together, whatever In- 
ſtructions they may there receive, unleſs 
the Lives of their Teachers be conform- 
able to their Doctrine, unleſs thoſe in ex- 
alted Stations ſet publick Examples of 
Virtue, Congregations will aſſemble to 
little purpoſe, and Preaching will be vain: 
And ſo far will the Generality be from im- 
proving in real Religion, that they will be 
apt to think the whole Mockery, or ns. 
thing worſe. 


Religious Societies have been ſuppoſed 


analogous to Civil Societies; and from 


hence Government in the former, has been 
thought as neceſſary as in the latter. It 
is difficult to underſtand this without dif- 

tinguiſhing between the Intereſt of the 
Church, and the Rights of Religion. But, 


Sir, 
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(16) 


Sir, ſuppoſe” any particular Mode of pub- 
lick Worſhip, has been adopted, and is 
countenanced by the State, and this be- 
comes National; ſuppoſe a Church be 
eſtabliſh'd, and a Scheme of Church Govern- 
ment. erected ; ſuppoſe the Temporal Inte- 
reſts of Church-Men are provided for and 
ſecured by the Legiſtaturs; ſuppoſe pecu- 


liar Rights and Civil Power be connected 


with the Sacred Office, and Church and 
State be ſo blended, as to be deem d but 
one Conſtitution : Vet may Men, without 
Prejudice to this Syſtem, be indulged 
in their own Religious Sentiments, and 


without any danger to the Temporal Inte- 


reſts of Church Men, be ſuffer d to fave 
their own Souls in the Way they them- 
ſelves think moſt effectual. Tis a need- 
les Outcry, to ſay the Repealing the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts, would be breaking 
in upon the Conſtitution : At this rate the 
Conſtitution would be changed every Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament, and every new Ads 
might be deem d an Alteration of it. This 


wet is 
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is to confound the general Frame of Go- 
vernment, with the particular Methods 
of Governing; Standing Laws with ſuch as 
are only Occaſional ; Fundamental. with 
Temporary. T wiſh, however, that thoſe 
who pretend to be ſo fearful of affecting 
the Conſtitution in this Inftance, ſhew'd 
the fame Coticern on all other Occaſions. 


And as little Reaſon is there to ſay, ther 
the Act of Laion has put it out of the 
Power of 'tlie Parliament to give the 
Proteſtaut Difſenters of England the Re- 
lief they are ſuing for. In that Act are 
_ inſerted two ſeveral Acts, made previ- 
ouſly to it, one in England, for Securing the 
Church of England, as by Law Eftabliſhed; 


the other in Scotland, for Securing the 


Proteſtant Religion and Presbyterian 
 Church-Government within the Kingdom 
F Scotland; and theſe Acts are by the 
Act of Union, made fundamental and eſſen- 
tial Parts of the Union, and declared to be 


e and fundamental Parts of the 
f C © eriieles 
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(18) 


Articles of Union. Now ttis plain theſe 
are to be look'd on as Terms made by 
each of the Contracting Parties, as a Se- 


curity againſt the Incroachment of each 


other, or the Power or Authority, which 
by the Cuion, either might claim over the 
other; and cannot be conſider d in any 
other Light. Each provided for the Se- 


curity of their own Religion; and cannot 
be ſuppoſed to have been ſolicitous for the 


Preſer vation of that Religion, which Them- 
ſelves did not profeſs, and which they 


were taking care ſhou'd not be impoſed 


upon them. It can never be pretended 
that this Act intended to abridge their 
own Power, with regard to Themſelves, 


nor can it be imagined that either of the 


Contracting Parties will think it a Breach 


of the Condition or Articles of Union, 
to relieve thoſe of their own Perſuaſion, 
and allow them their undoubted Right 
of exerciſing their own Religion, free and 


unreſtrain d. And were thoſe of Scotland 


to N if that cou d be ſuppoſed of 


them, 


1 
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(19) 


them, that the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain has not that Power, as to England, 
which it h as, ſince the Un7on, actually ex- 
erciſed with regard to Scotland, in Favour 
of thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion 
there, all the People or England wou'd 


deſervedly look on it as an Iujury and In- 


Au offer d them. 


But all this i is founded on a Suppoſition, 
that the Difemters are attempting an Al- 
teration in the Eftabliſbment of the Church 
of England. Tis a falſe Suppoſition; the 
Repeal which they deſire of the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt Acts, is, in itfelf, no ſuch 
Alteration. Theſe are not Fundamentals ; 
theſe are not Efntials ; they are not ne- 


ceſſary to the Support of it; they never 


were neceſſary, neither at the Time of 
making them, nor ſince, I mean ſo far 


as they extend to Proteſtant Diffenters. 
That there was no ſuch Neceſſity at the 


Time of making them, wou d not be diffi- 
cult to ſhew ; but tis enough to ſay, they 
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were made in the Reign of C RAR LES 
the Second: And what has made them 
more neceſſary fince, it will, be impoſſible 


to find out. This Repeat cannot tend to 


any ſuch Alteration : In what Manner, and 
by what Means can it 2 Perhaps by admit- 
ing a greater Number of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters into Places of Truſt and Power. 
Is not the Way free and open into the 
Houſe of Commons, without any ſuch Teft, 
where only ſuch an Alteration can be 
brought about 2 But ſuppole them, Sir, 
poſſeſs d d of ever ſo many Places; ſuppoſe 


them even in the Admini iſtration ; ; ſuppoſe | 


them to have the Command of the Treaſury; ; 
inveſted with ever fo much, Pmoer ; how 
much ſever ſupported ; ſuppoſe ie” ta 

be the Majority in the Houſe of Commons ; 
it would | be impoſſible” to effect any ſuck 
Alteration ; it * ould b. be vain and weak to 
attempt it; as. impoſſible, Sir, as vain 
and as weak, as to bring about or attempt 


an Exciſe Scheme, againſt the Senſe of 


the Nation. And ell this be done, the 


, 5 
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Church, with all its Appendages is Safe, 
and out of Danger: Church-Men, with 
their Dignizies, Benefices, ſettled Main- 
tenance, Eccleſiaſtical Power and Jurife 
diftion, will be ſacred and untouch d. 
And ſuch of them as make an Outcry, 
as if the Church would by this Repeal be 
in Danger, give a falſe Alarm; and are 
themſelves the Diſturbers of the Publick 
Quiet. And as ſuch Oppoſition from them, 
is unchriſtiam and opreſive; ſo it argues 
a want of Steadineſs, or ſomething worſe, 
in ſuch as pretend they dare not give the 
Digenters any Relief, for fear of diſ- 
guſting thoſe at the Head of the eſtabliſſi d 
Church, tho at the ſame time, they con- 
feſs the Thing, in. itſelf, juſt and reaſonable; 
Men of Underſtanding, Honeſty, and a 
due Regard for others concern d, will pur- 
ſue the Meaſures which Juſtice and Equity 
point out, without fearing the Iu-Humour 
of thoſe who may take Offence without 
arte and againſt Reaſon. 


". m ... 
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As to the Troubles of a late Reign, very 
unjuſtly are they charged on the Diſſeu- 
ters, as the Cauſe of them; ; Arbitrary 
Meaſures ſupported by an Ambitious 
Prieſt and wicked Stateſmen, gave Riſe 
to thoſe Commotions that brought on the 
Cataſtrophe of the Tragedy, which a Sand- 
ing Army at laſt finiſh'd. © Tis a Melan- 
choly Scene: The dear Liberty of our 
Country, ſick of many dangerous Wounds, 
and juſt expiring, till the eager Haſte, and 
perhaps Unskiltulneſs of thoſe who endea- 
vour d to prevent the Gangreen's reach- 
ing the Vitals, left her defeQive in a prin- 
cipal Member: "This, Time and Strength 
of Conſtitution, on a return of Reaſon, at 
length reſtored; but Liberty once bu- 
ried, ſeldom revives, The Fate of that un- 
fortunate Prince, whoſe Reign I am ſpeak- 
ing of, is to be lamented; but our greateſt 
doncern is due to Liberty, of all Things 
the moſt Valuable, the moſt Sacred; and 
whoſe Loſs, always moſt deferves our Tears. 
| May 
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May the like never happen again; but 
great and God-like as the Virtues and 
Abilities of any Man may be, in all 
other reſpects, I believe all honeſt Men, 
and Friends to Liberty, wiſh that every 
Enſlaver of his Country may be eſtectually 
check'd by thoſe Means, whatever they 


be, which themſelves have made neceſſary. 
The Foundation of the Calamities of that 


„ 8255 & r K 


Reign, it is well known, were laid in the 


preceding one; and the Oppoſition begun, 
and (give me Leave to ſay) well begun, 
before the Diſſenters concur d in it, who 
are, in truth, to be conſider d, not as tlie 
firſt Promoters, but as accidental Agents 


in it: For it was the Cauſe of Liberty, not 


of Religion. And tho at laſt Matters were 
carried too far, and one amongſt them, by 
Ambition, and putting himſelf at the 
Head of a Standing Army, was guilty of 
an Uſurpation, tis but what any other 
who has a Standing Army at his Com- 
mand, where Circumſtances invite, may 
in like manner attempt and effect, tho no 
2 i Enter. 
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Dyſenter. And there is no more Reaſori 
tiow for excluding Diſſenters from Places 
in the Government, on account of what 
happen d during that unhappy Reign, 
than there is for excluding a Man who 
wears a Coat of the Colour of Cromwell s. 
And as well might it be ſaid, that Church- 
Men ought to be excluded, becauſe they 


concurr'd in turning out King JAMES 


the Second, and bringing about the Nevo- 
tution ; leſt hereafter they ſhould attempt 
the like, on Pretence of the like Neceſſity. 
But a ſtrong Argument to ſhe w/ that the 
Diſſenters were not the Cauſe of the Cala- 
mities of the Reigu of CMARLES the Firſt, 
or when they at firſt engaged, did not 
intend that Matters ſhould be carried fo 
far, may be inferr d, hy remembring how 
inſtrumental they afterwards were in Re- 
. his Son. | 


_- w -— 2 - 
— 


But, Sir, wii . may "by . 
ad to have been then guilty of, what 


[ Go tion, What Temper | have they ſhown 


ſince, 


(25) 
fince; what do they now ew Are they 
the Enemies, or have they 1 in all Tnſtari- 
ces, and on every Occaſion acted, as 
du preſent Government? Aud 
this when under the Reſtrainit and Oppreſ- 
ſion of Teſt Laws? Have they not borti 
theſe paticn ty: ? With 1 too much Patience, 
if that thall be turn'd to their Prejudice. 
Or ice were real ly inclined to Oppoſi- 


Sa 434 Fs. 


AG j: 0 


F or 2 for them fo oppoſe? 


t bad Meafures > What ill Schemes: 

Far to be found fault with, or com- 

ain'd of 2 How could they, . when the 

12 3 Meaſures. are ſo. well concerted, 

ſo univerſally approved, when every thing 

is in the 'moſt profound Peace, and the 

Whole Nat tion mantel the higheſt Satis- 

fallin, bow could they ſtir or make an 17 

diſturbance, were they ever ſo diſpoſed c or 
inclin dt to it! * Ir cannot be, Sir. 


© Why then i is his Mark of Tafamy con- 


Linued on theſe Gentlemen? Why are they 
D excluded 


(26) 


excluded as Diſaffectd and ill Subjects: 
Why thus perſecuted ?, The moſt proper 
Means to keep Subjects peaceable and quiet, 
is an equal Adminiſtration, and the uni- 


ting them in, one Common Intereſt ; need- 
leſs Diſtinctions create real Differences. 
| 7 
It Diviſions and Animoſities hence ariſe, 
thoſe are to blame who thus divide them. 
. Tis often the Art and Management of a 
Miniſter, to Taiſe or keep up Diſſentions 
in the N lation, which may draw off the 
People 8. Attention from his. Meaſures, and 
diſunite them, in what ought to be their 
Joint Concern. This is far from being 
the wiſeſt or moſt prudent Management. 
True Wiſdom and Policy are ſhewn in 


purſuing” a Courſe directed by Univerſal 
Principles founded on Enlarged. Notions, 
which alone . are true, ſteady and ſecure. 
partiality often occaſions Ferments in a 
Nation; While an n open, virtuos, honou- 


particular, thorr-ſighred Views, will al- 
ways make and preſerve : g Miniſter Supe- 
Gag rior 3 
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rior to any who might vainly attempt to 
diſturb him, and who, if they do ſo, muſt 
neceſſarily, by 1 the Law of. Nature and 
Courſe of Human Things, ſubſide with 
Diſappointment and Miſchief to. Them- 
ſelves. But in, ſuch ry Cale, Sir, none 
will attempt ip, none will be inclined to 
it. The People arę too well. pleaſed, if 
they, are. but tolerably well uſed, to be 
willing to give the Government any Dif- 
turbance: They are unjuſtly accuſed of 
Inconſtancy and Diſcontent; they never 
are unſteady, but when thoſe at the Helm 
do not ſteer properly, and keep an even, 
uniform, ſteady Courſe. I appeal to Hi- 
ſtory, and every one's Obſervation, whe- 
ther the People are ever. the Aegreſors, 
or whether, they ever murmur or grow 
| reſtle, without being firſt, and that tor a 
long time, ill uſed. Before the Conſtitution 
can be at all affected, the State muſt be 
very ſick and diſtemper'd ; and when that 
is the Caſe, ſne may meet with many An- 
noyances to fret and diſturb hier: But this 


D 2 Cannot 


6283 
San et n ker ede of 
Grievances of 4 | part of the People only, 
but from great, univerſal, and national L Un- 
eaſineſs : Tho tis too Nel known, that 
the Conftiturion is "muck! oftner poifon'd 
by thoſe who. PRE to be her Guar- 
diaus, to mak their {dw Fortunes by 


A OL 


her Death "* Run "However, Sir, 

any Government beſt provides for 15 Qi 

2 Security, by removing as far as Na 
„ all Cauſe and . for Complain- 


dd al 
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* b, Tknop, t 1 e Pali, of dme, 
neglect their real Friends, 5 5 the 
think ſufficiently engaged by mk 
and Affection; and by ? to Hold 
Friends, not otherwiſe 0 be depen ded on, 
or gain over Enemies. Such a 1 
diſhonourable and diſhoneſt! But none will 
wonder that it is the Management of 
"thoſe who are wicked" enough to think, 


and weak and er enough to de- 
Clare 


(29) 

clare, that none are really honeſt but 
Fools, and that others put on the Shew 
and Appearance of Honeſiy, only to ſerve 
their private Ends. I am told, Sir, there are 
ſuch Men in this NAP. and theſe, Men Aer 
of no ſmall Power. If If it be true, 1 am 
ſorry, not only that they are in any 
ate by * N are at all. 1 


The. RE v FA. 1 1 "the Dj inter 
are now applying , for, they are con- 
tent ſhould | be call d 2 Favaur ; tho at 
the ſame time they cannot but think, 
that. they ſhall. obtain by it no more than 
their undoubted Natural Right. As to 
5 p avours which, in conſequence they 

be put i into a a Capacity of receiving, 
I will be Mill in the Power and Diſcre- 
tion 0 of his Maj ety, P Hol beſtow on thoſe he 
ſhall. think maſt deferning * Hs Majeſtys 
Choice ye become mere unconfined, 
ſince he will have, a greater Number « of 


| Subjects free for his Service; and none 


e will doubt but this Choice \ will con- 
tinue 


(3) 
tinue always to be guided by the greateſt 
Wiſdom and Judgment. 


e 
AY 4a 'S; 


But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe among 
the Whigs themſelves; who profeſſing to 
be ſuch, yet oppoſe the "Relief of the 
Dipenters, to whom, if they are confi- 
ſtent with "Themſelves, they muſt always 
be true Friends: And do this, leſt the Diſ- 

ſenters ſhould! be admitted to 4 Shire of 
the Benefits of Poſts and Place s, they ave 
in poſſeſſion ol, and that © they may enjoy 
| theit utirivald 2 Such LY Conduct Her a 
generate — fille t9 their . They 

ou Id paſs for the F . of Liberty | 
but all the Liberty they maintain, is 7 
of makin 8 themſelves Great, at the Ex- 
pence, and by the Oppretſion of. others, 
and that of thoſe too, whole Pretenſi6hs 
1 and Title are the very fame as their own. 
Intent n their own 0wn'” private " Intereff, 
and ſaviſhly attach d to Men in Preoer, 
they are well pleaſed to ſee theſe Badges and 
Fetters 


(31) 


Fetters ſtill continue, which were firſt put 
on their Brethren by the proſeſs d Enemies 
of Whiggiſm. Thus do theſe Apoſtates, 
under the Name of Whigs, eſpouſe the No- 
tion and follow the Practice of Tories, 
which they once ſo heartily condemn'd and 
oppos d. But ſuch Men, as they mult 
have abandon'd all Conſcience, ſo will they 
be loſt to all Shame. 


I hope, Sir, it will not ſeem Fals; 
to you, to obſerve, that by theſe Teſt 


Laws, that which is regarded as the moſt 


holy Inſtitution of our Religion, and ſhould 
be thought on and performed with the 
greateſt Neverence, is proſtituted to baſe 
and unworthy Purpoſes. Thoſe who ex- 
preſs ſo great a Regard and Concern tor 
the Church, ſhould ſhew ſome for real Reli- 
gion. It is a Scandal to true Chriſtians, 
to ſee Men, who too often are put into 
Poſts and Offices upon Terms, and to per- 


form Services, which honeſt Men would 


ſcorn, and themſelves dare not avow ; to 


ww 
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ſee ſuch, a and many fiel eh chere are, un- 
concern d for paſt Crimes, and prepar d 
for and intent on new, come to join in 
that Holy Communion, and defile i its ſacred 


Rites. Men, who by reaſon of their Im- 


moralities, would not have ventured, are, 


on theſe 'Occafions; tempted to partake 


againſt tlleir Conſeientes. Worldly Ho- 


nour and Profit are ſtrong Allurements, = 


and ſuch Temptations, as few can reſiſt; 
*Tis true, they may come prepared, and if 


— a «© 


they do not, tis chargeable ( (you'll ſay) 
_ on. themſelves ; But they many in fac, too 
frequently neglect their Duty on theſe Qc- 
caſions, is palpable; : and.” tis but Charity 
to remove out of People's Way, all chat 
may occaſion them to ſin. Even Men, 
who when free from this Biaſs, come with 
Minds and. Hearts properly diſpoſed, may 
well be ſuſpected at theſe Times, to with- 


draw ſomething. of their Devotion from 


Heaven, and pay ſome little Regard to 
their neu Acquiſitious, Which they are now 
compleating their Titles to: At leaſt this 

may 


* 
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may be without Injury ſuppoſed of ſuch, 
who tho' Men of good Moral Lives, come 
only to ſerve theſe Turns; Inſtances of 
which are common. But give me leave to 
lay, Sir, that where none of theſe is the 
Caſe, yet by connecting any thing of a 
worldly Nature with this Part of Divine 
Worſhip, which was inſtituted for far other 
Purpoſes, the Inſtitution is degraded and 
debaſed. This works on the Minds of the 
People, and makes the Splemmity ſeem bur 
inſignificant Faree. It is not abſurd to 
ſuppoſe that to this, beſides ſome other 
fatal, Cauſes which might indeed be named, 
is owing the great Irreligion of the preſent 
Age. Deſtroy the Notion of Religion in 
ihe Peoples J Minds, .and Ghurch Eftablifh- 

ents will Prave but of little Service to the 
State. They ſhould conſider this, who are 
lach mighty Champions for the Chuz ch, 
«pd; in Shah, as aber protend, for Religion. 


: ' 
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After what has been ſaid, I hope, Sir, 
it is not neceſſary to urge this Matter fur- 
ther. I am concern'd and aſham d that 
Chriſtians ſhould ſhew fo little of Chri- 
ſtian Spirit, as to endeavour to keep their 
Proteſtant Brethren abridged of their un- 
doubted Rights, and branded with a Mark 
of Infamy, merely for ſome ſlight Diffe- 
rence in Qpinion. True Chriſtianity con- 
fiſts in a true Chriſtian Benevolence. 
Thoſe who are void of this, may keep up 
Forms and Ceremonies to what height they 
pleaſe, but are really, and in Heart, no 
Chriſtians. And this Benevolence muſt be 
exceedingly weak, if indeed it can be faid 
to be at all, in thoſe who can ſupport or 
allow of Perſecution, in any Shape or 
Diſguiſe, in any degree. Proteſtants pro- 
fels Moderation and Indulgence; but Power 
turns their Heads, and changes their 
Hearts. For God's-ſake, Sir, let there be 
an End of theſe needleſs and pernicious 
Diſtinctions; let not the Church of Eng- 

8 
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tand, whoſe Reputation has been ſo great 
throughout the Chriſtian World, continue 
a Stain on itſelf, and it's own Character, 


by affecting their Fellow Chriſtians, their 
Brother Proteſtants, and Fellow Subjects, 
with an Tgnominy which they do not 


deſerve. Let us not weaken ſtill the 
weaker Side by our Diviſions. And as in 


time of Danger, we have heartily join d 
and been unanimous to repel the Common 
Enemy; fo let us with mutual Benevolence 
and Affection, reap and enjoy together, 
the Bleſſings of Peace and Safety, Let it 
appear that we are Chriſtians not only in 
Name. 1 


I hope, Sir, this will be the laſt time 
you will be troubled on this Head; becauſe 
T hope, the Occaſion will not remain for 
future Applications. To this End, I beg 
your Concurrence for the Relief of the 
Diſſenters, and your Vote in their Behalf ; 
ram, with the profoundeſt Reſpect, 


STR. Tour, &c. 
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